
   

 

 

The Oblon and Maiwald firms are pleased to invite you to a complimentary:  

Joint International Symposium on 

U.S. and European Patent Practice 
to be presented in two convenient locations /  dates:  

 

1 .  Tokyo:  Monday,  June 3 ,  2019 at  the Fukuracia Marunouchi  Oazo  

2.  Osaka:  Monday,  June 10,  2019 at  the Osaka Science & Technology 
Center  

 

 
At the 2019 joint international symposium, we will together examine selected current 

aspects of IP practice related to prosecuting applications, transferring rights, and enforcing 

patents in the U.S. and in Europe.  While similarities exist, applicants for U.S. and European 

patents need to be aware of the peculiarities and most recent developments in each system in 

order to achieve the best results.  In particular, the symposium will address the following 

important topics for today’s practitioners: 

1. Practical guidance for prosecuting patent applications related to Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) in Europe and in the U.S., noting recent European Patent Office (EPO) guidelines; 

2. Infringement under the doctrine of equivalents, long thought to be mainly an issue for 

the U.S., although recent decisions have increased its relevance in Europe; and 

3. Assignment of rights in the U.S. and in Europe, especially in the context of inventions 

developed by two different entities, as well as procedural peculiarities in each system. 

 

This complimentary symposium will include serial translation from English to Japanese. 

Drinks and hors d’oeuvres will be provided at a casual reception following the symposium. 

Links to register can also be found at:  

https://www.maiwald.eu/en/news/events/external-events/article/oblon-and-maiwald-joint-

symposium/ 

 

https://www.oblon.com/oblon-maiwald-japan-2019 

 

If you plan to attend, please send an e-mail to patentconference@oblon.com or 

events@maiwald.eu, identifying your name, affiliated company, and place of participation 

(Tokyo or Osaka).  The final registration deadline is May 10, 2019 and attendance is limited 

to 100 participants in Tokyo and 60 in Osaka.   

We look forward to welcoming you and your colleagues. 

Sincerely, 

Oblon, McClelland, Maier & Neustadt, L.L.P. & Maiwald Patent- und Rechtsanwalts-GmbH   

Event locations / dates: 
 
Tokyo: 

Monday, June 3, 2019 

13:00 – 19:00 

Fukuracia Marunouchi Oazo 

フクラシア丸の内オアゾ 

東京都千代田区丸の内 1-6-5  丸

の内北口ビルディング 15F  

https://www.fukuracia.jp/images/ 

tools/map_marunouchi.pdf 

 

Osaka: 

Monday, June 10, 2019 

13:00 – 19:00 

Osaka Science & Technology 

Center 

大阪市西区靭本町 1-8-4  

一般財団法人 大阪科学技術セ

ンター 7F 

http://www.ostec.or.jp/pop/access/ 

index_e.html 

 

 

Contact: 
 

patentconference@oblon.com 
events@maiwald.eu 
 

Sponsors: 
 

Oblon, McClelland, Maier & 

Neustadt, L.L.P.  

1940 Duke Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

U.S.A. 

T: +1 703 413 3000 

F: +1 703 413 2220 

www.oblon.com 

 

Maiwald Patentanwalts- und 

Rechtsanwalts-GmbH 

Elisenhof, Elisenstraße 3 

80335 Munich 

Germany 

T: +49 (0)89 747 266 0 

F: +49 (0)89 776 424 

www.maiwald.eu 
 

 
 

 

https://www.maiwald.eu/en/news/events/external-events/article/oblon-and-maiwald-joint-symposium/
https://www.maiwald.eu/en/news/events/external-events/article/oblon-and-maiwald-joint-symposium/
https://www.oblon.com/oblon-maiwald-japan-2019


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oblon, McClelland, Maier & Neustadt, L.L.P.  

 

For more than 25 years, Oblon has obtained more U.S. patents for its clients each year than 

any other law firm in the U.S.  Oblon offers all aspects of IP services, including prosecution, 

opinions, counseling, IP transactions, litigation, and representation in post-grant proceedings.  

Oblon has one of the top Patent Trial and Appeal Board practice groups in the U.S. and 

Oblon’s attorneys have developed a strong U.S. IP presence for a number of foreign and 

domestic companies.  Many of Oblon’s attorneys have advanced degrees in science or 

engineering, adding a high degree of technical understanding to their legal knowledge.  

Oblon also maintains strong connections with people in the neighboring U.S. Patent and 

Trademark Office, and has hired several former U.S. Patent Examiners and Administrative 

Patent Judges to represent its clients in patent matters before the Office. 

Primary Oblon Contacts: Andrew Ollis (aollis@oblon.com; office: +1 703 412 7023) 

   Yuki Onoe (yonoe@oblon.com; office: +81 (0)3 6212 0550) 

 

Maiwald Patentanwalts- und Rechtsanwalts-GmbH 

 

Maiwald, one of the top IP firms in Germany, recently named “German Patent Prosecution 

Firm of the Year 2019” and “European Patent Prosecution Firm of the Year 2018” by Managing 

IP, covers the full spectrum of IP-related matters.  We draft and file patent and trademark 

applications and defend and enforce our clients’ intellectual property rights in Germany, 

Europe, and throughout the world.  Our highly specialized interdisciplinary teams of 

technically qualified patent attorneys and attorneys-at-law provide combined expertise across 

a wide range of disciplines:  life sciences, chemistry, and physics; mechanical, electrical, 

electronic, and aeronautic engineering; communication technologies; infringement litigation, 

trademark, design, contract, and copyright law.  Maiwald’s fresh approach opens up new 

perspectives, and delivers customized solutions that safeguard our clients’ IP rights in order 

to promote the success of their businesses. 

Primary Maiwald Contact: Derk Vos (vos@maiwald.eu; office: +49 (0)89 747 266 0) 

 

 

 

 

Oblon, McClelland, Maier & 

Neustadt, L.L.P.  

1940 Duke Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

U.S.A. 

T: +1 703 413 3000 

F: +1 703 413 2220 

www.oblon.com 

Maiwald Patentanwalts- und 

Rechtsanwalts-GmbH 

Elisenhof, Elisenstraße 3 

80335 Munich 

Germany 

T: +49 (0)89 747 266 0 

F: +49 (0)89 776 424 

www.maiwald.eu 



   

 

 

 
 

Program – June 3 and 10, 2019 
 
 

 Welcome address (13:00～13:15) 
 
 Session 1:  Practical guidance for prosecuting patent applications related to Artificial Intelligence 

(AI) in Europe and in the U.S., noting recent European Patent Office (EPO) guidelines  
(13:15～14:20) 

 
 AI has become one of the most popular topics of discussion among IP practitioners 

throughout the world.  No longer limited to complex software- and computer-related patent 

applications, AI is spreading into a wide range of technologies, meaning that every 

practitioner will benefit from a basic awareness of AI IP.  We will briefly review what AI is 

and how the U.S. and EPO are approaching this rapidly expanding area. 

Break (14:20～14:35) 
 
Session 2:  Infringement under the doctrine of equivalents, long thought to be mainly an issue 
for the U.S., although recent decisions have increased its relevance in Europe (14:35～15:35) 

 
 How do you know whether a patent claim is infringed?  Do you really need to consider 

infringement by equivalents?  Even practitioners rarely involved in litigation often give advice 

about infringement in counseling and freedom-to-operate reviews for new products.  While 

long thought to be an issue primarily in the U.S., recent developments in Europe have made 

the issue of infringement by equivalents more relevant there too.  We will provide an update 

on infringement by equivalents in the U.S. and Europe and compare the two approaches. 

Break (15:35～15:50) 
 
Session 3:  Assignment of rights in the U.S. and in Europe, especially in the context of 
inventions developed by two different entities, as well as procedural peculiarities in each system 
(15:50～16:50) 

 
 Assignment of patent rights happens so often that many IP practitioners give it little thought.  

However, jointly developed inventions resulting from collaboration among different 

companies are increasingly common, as is the need to consider assignments in multiple 

jurisdictions/countries.  These situations can give rise to an increased risk of mistakes, and 

in the worst case can result in the loss of rights.  We will briefly review assignment 

fundamentals in the context of jointly developed inventions and compare issues that can 

arise in the U.S. and Europe.   

Q & A (16:50～17:00) 
 
Reception & Refreshments (17:10～19:00) 

 


